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Aould find, or chance (liouid offer it, in the boundlefs chaos of a living fpeech. Mv fearcli b„ 
lias been eitner fltnful or lucky ; for I have much augmented the vocabulary. ^ * however, 

„A S “y de %" was a didionary , common or appellative, I have omitted all words whir), v 

FT' nameS ; f " ch as Jrian ' Socinian ' Cahiniji, BeneiiSline , Mahometan S J*" 
letained thofc of a more general nature, as Heathen, Pagan. * but bave 

the terms °f art 1 have received fuch as could be found either in books of fdence nr * r . 
dta.onar.es; and have often inferted, from philofophical writers, words which are fupported 
only by a Angle authority, and wh.ch being not admitted into general ufe, Hand yet ^candiH?^ 

probationers, and muff depend for their adoption on the fuffrage of futurity. } dldates or 

% . / 

T he words which our authours have introduced by their knowledge of foreign lantmao™ 

ranee of their own, by vanity or wantonnefs, by compliance with fafhion, or luff of mmvlunn™ l^ 0 ' 

regift red as they occurred, though commonly only to cenfure them, and warn others aeainft th flfi 
of naturalizing ufelefs foreigners to the injury of the natives. S nft the f< % 

I have not rejected any by defign, merely becaufe they were unneceftarv or eyufipront t , 

and "S/clfif WWCh ^ ***** Wri ' erS !MVe b " n different 'y formed > as a " d 

Compounded or double words I have feldom noted, except when they obtain a ’Unification different f 
that which the components have in their fimple Hate. Thus highwayman, wrndman and W ^ 
require an explication ; but of thief, ke or coachdriver no notice was "needid, becaufe the Wimltfvef ^’ 

tfie meaning of the compounds. primitives contain 

Words arbitrarily formed by a conftant and fettled analogy, like diminutive adietfive, In ;n 
bluijh, adverbs in ly, as dully, openly , fubftantives in nefs, as vilenefs, fault inefs, were lefs dili 
and many fometimes have been omitted, when I had no authority that invi^^^iiSi^ tly f ° U § ht > 
they are not genuine and regular offsprings of Engltjh roots, but becaufe th Jk £ ! " T J n0t . that 

bung always the fame, their fignification cannot be miftaken. ' "" he pnmitive 

or ZZitZ th i ° rmy ' are 

have therefore a plural number, as dwelling, living or have j,Tabfa-fl T a " d 

colouring , painting, learning . "" Magnification, as 

The participles are likewife omitted, unlefs, by fignifyin^ rather nnsll^e 
the nature of adjeftives ; as a thinking man, a man of pmdenc? ■ a fiacL hnrfe o f t Ky tak ' 

tide I have ventured to call participial adjectives. But neithe/ arcfbel/d >0rfe , tl,at , ca " pa “ : 
they are commonly to be underftood, without any danger of miftake, by confuh^the" terb ’ 

f0Und in aUth0U,S n0t ° bfokte > or wh “ they have any 

reptr ft ‘univerfal °f * ■ 1 W “ d «™-ed to make feme 

words, as may be found undef after, fore Y new nZk’SZTT^ S ' Cat nUmbers of compounded 

as they are, might be multiplied, but Ihat’ufe and curbfify ale hte'SeTand Tf’ nUm f 0US 
language and modes of our combination amply difeovered. 7 laasfi ed, and the frame of our 

Of fome forms of compofition, fuch as that by which is crewed tn ^ 

if not wholly arbitrary, is fo little LheT P hat the , aC “ mu L attd . >«c.»fe the ufe of thefe particles, 
or is imagined to require them ’ y “* h ° Urly affixed t0 » «crds as occafion requiresi 

There is another kind of compofition more frerm<=nr , . , 
from which arifes to foreigners the ^reateft difficulty W Y ari g u ag e t J ian P er ^ a P s in an y other, 
a particle fubjoined , as to come off ffefc r e bv a fJreb l flP' 1 ‘ he fi g" ife «ion of many verbs by 

fetoff, to enibellith ; to Jet, n, to begifa cXuTJo (f Z' Z T?X’ g ' W T* t0C “ fc; “ 

being fo far diftant from the fenfe of the fimple woMs ^ Zj * \ , > f ^ h,c h fome appear wildly irregulaf, 
which they arrived at the prefent ufe. Thefe T ho 5 , . , a 6 aCit y will be able to trace the fteps by 

myfelf that the collection is complete I believe T ^ n °f e Wlt ^,§[ eat care > an d though I cannot flatter 
this kind of phrafeology YYbYnoYnveHnfnnprolfY f ° the ftudentS of our language, that 

chance omitted, will be eafily explained by common with ^ *“*** ** I 

Dia. f or Diaimarts fubjlS^ ^ rf theled am roM of •®‘ te/ 9’>. ^nfoxrth. Philips, or the contraded 

the works of lexicographer ' Of S TT that they are rad in any book but 

' - —.•>£-» 4 f 'iir; - ;%• - 

however, 
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however, to be ye. confuted as refting only upon th credit of 
being fometimes credited without proof 

The words thus feleded and difpofed, are grammatically confidered i they are referred to the difeent 

The words, thus lei j i rre aularly infleded, through their various terminations ; and lU 

fXt^ob^^^rf great or diking important feparately confidered, but neceffary 
Ifthfeluddadon of our language, andYitherto negleded or forgotten by Enghjh grammarians. 

That part of my work on which I exped malignity moft frequently to Men, is the Explanation 5 
in whicY cannot hope to fatisfy thofe, who are perhaps not inclined to be pleafed, fmee I have no 
been able to fatisfy myfelf. To interpret a language by ltfelf is very difficult } many words 
be ex; Wd by lynonimes, becLfe the idea fignified by them has not more than 
one appellation; nor by paraphrafe, becaufe fimple ideas cannot be defenbed. When the nature 
of things is unknown, or the notion unfettled and indefinite, and various m various minds, the words 
by which fuch notions are conveyed, or fuch things denoted, will be ambiguous and perplexed And 
fuch is the fate of haplefs lexicography, that not only darknefs, but light; impedes and diftreffes it ; 
things may be not only too little, but too much known, to be happily id u fixated. To explain, requites 
the ufe of terms lefs abftrufe than that which is to be explained, . and fuch terms cannot always be 
found 5 for as nothing can be proved but by fuppofing fomething intuitively knovvn, evident 

without proof, fo nothing can be defined but by the uie of words too plain to admit a definition. 

Other words there are, of which the fenfe is too fubtle and evanefeent to be fixed in a paraphrafe 5 
tuch are all thole which are by the grammarians termed expletives , and, m dead languages, aie fuffeied. 
to pals for empty founds, of no other ufe than to fill a vene, or to modulate a period, but which a;e 
eafily perceived in living tongues to have power and emphafis, though it be fometimes fuch as no 
other form of expreflion can convey. 

My labour has likewife been much increaled by a clafs of verbs too frequent in the Englijh language, 
of which the fignification is fo loofe and general, the ufe fo vague and indeterminate, and the 
fenfes detorted fo widely from the firft idea, that it is hard to trace them through the maze of varia- 
tion, to catch them on the brink of utter inanity, to circumfcribe them by any limitations, or interpret 
them by any words of diftindt and fettled meaning : fuch are bear, break , come , cajl, full, get, give , 
do, put, Jet, go, run , make, take , turn , throw . If of thefe the whole power is not accurately delivered, 
it muft be remembered, that while our language is yet living, and variable by the caprice of every one that 
fpeaks it, thefe words are hourly fhifting their relations, and can no more be afeertained in a dictionary, 
than a grove, in the agitation of a ftorm, can be accurately delineated from its pidture in the water. 

*4 / 

The particles are among all nations applied with fo great latitude, that they are not eafily reducible 
under any regular fcheme of explication : this difficulty is not lefs, nor perhaps greater, in Englijh, 
than in other languages. I have laboured them with diligence, I hope with fuccefs ; fuch at leaft as 
can be expedted in a talk, which no man, however learned or fagacious, has yet been able to perform. 

Some words there are which I cannot explain, becaufe I do not underftand them ; thefe might have 
been omitted very often with little inconvenience, but I would not fo far indulge my vanity as to decline 
this confeffion : for when Eully owns himfelf ignorant whether lefus, in the twelve tables, means a 
funeral Jong, ox mourning garment-, and Ariftotle doubts whether ofevg, in the Iliad, fignifies a mule, 
or muleteer , I may freely, without Ihame, leave fome obfeurities to happier induftry or future 

The rigour of interpretative lexicography requires that the explanation, and the word explained, fhould 

be always reciprocal ; this I have always endeavoured, but could not always attain. Words are feldom 

exactly fynommous ; a new term was not introduced, but becaufe the former was thought inadequate * 

names, therefore, have often many ideas, but few ideas have many- names. It was then necefifarv 

to ufe the proximate word, for the deficiency of Angle terms can very feldom be fupplied by circum- 

locution ; nor is the inconvenience great of fuch mutilated interpretations, becaufe the fenfe may eafily 
be collected entire from the examples. y ' 

In every word of extenfive ufe,- it was requifite to mark the progrefs of its meaning an d (how hv 
ficlfion 1 foTate ! nt6 f rmedlate fenl ® lt has P affed from its primitive to its remote and accidental fiaffi- 

A “ that a "d ftries beV 

pk™ ttrr r be s* rr ven ’ that ,he 

other. When the radical idea branches 7 out intoV LluS ^ .^ hy .° ne dl0uld be ran g ed before the 
be formed of fenfes in their nature collateral ? The rar 5 lhcatlons> . how , can a confecutive feries 
into each other ; fo that though on one fide th ^ d of meaning fometimes pafs imperceptibly 

point of contact Ideas of the § fame Z ^ ^ ? * im P° ffible to ma ^ the 

that no words can exprefi the diflimilitude, though !h ‘ y arf S 
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